Appl.No. 09/981,200 

Response to Office Action mailed December 30, 2003 


REMARKS 

Claims 1-4, 6-12, 14-17, 19-22, 24-25 and 27 are pending. Claims 1, 10, 17, 21, 
24, 25 and 27 have been amended. Claims 5, 13, 18, 23 and 26 have been canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 8 1020^ 

The Patent Office rejected Claims 1-4, 6-12, 14-17, 19-22 and 25 under 35 U.S.C. 
102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Amemiya, U.S. Patent No. 6,249,132. 

The Patent Office rejected Claims 1-4, 6-12, 14-17, 19-22 and 25 under 35 U.S.C. 
102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Peters, U.S. Patent No. 4,848,090. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The Patent Office indicated claims 5, 13, 18, 23, 24, 26 and 27 would be 
allowable is rewritten in independent form including all the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Claims 1, 10, 17, 21 and 25 have been amended to include the limitations of 
claims 5, 13, 18, 23 and 26 respectively, consequently, claims 1-4, 6-12, 14-17, 19-22, 
24-25 and 27 are believed allowable. 
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CONCLUSION 


In light of the forgoing amendments and arguments, reconsideration of the claims 
is hereby requested, and a Notice of Allowance is earnestly solicited. 


Chad W. Swantz 

Suiter • West PC llo 

14301 FNB Parkway, Suite 220 

Omaha, Nebraska 68154 

Telephone 402.496.0300 

Facsimile 402.496.0333 


Respectfully submitted, 


DATED: February 18.2004 



Attorney for Applicant 
Chad W. Swantz 
Reg. No. 46,329 
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